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Probably never before In the history of schools has 
Interest been so high In the subject, geography, as It 
has been the past few years# The most Important contri­
buting element however, has been the new national inter­
est In education ltsolf, which has recently come to us as 
a people in a large part as one of the by-products of the 
World War. 
Our part In the great conflict brought forcibly to 
the attention of our people, a large number of problems 
of national Importance that can bo solved In any perma­
nent way only by means of teaching through geography, the 
intcrdependency of each country and the necessity of 
brotherly love. Problems of training for useful and ef­
fective citizenship have cone to the front. 
The very perpetuation of the group depends upon the 
instruction of each member in the common knowledge, cus­
toms and ideals of his fellow citizens or neighbors. It 
is impossible In this complex civilisation such as ours, 
where the unifying elements of face to face contacts are 
impossible duo to distance; so the strength of the nation 
depends on a great degree on the study of geography. 
Geography is taught In the school that is under dis­
cussion from the first grade through to the sixth. 
The beginning geography which is taught In the first 
2 
three grades centers around the home or things that are 
nearest to the pupil and. a broader view Is added later. 
The greater part of this discourse is referring to 




MEANING OF GEOGRAPHY 
To some people geography means memorizing facts, 
learning states, countries, cities and the 11, e, To oth­
ers, It la Information about the world In general. There 
are many erroneous ideas on the subject and it is well to 
have children form a clear conception at the beginning of 
what geography truly is. 
Living In The Americas says, ''Geography is the story 
of how people live, work and play", x It tells about the 
land water and even the air and how man has the power to 
control them in order to make a living. It teaches why 
there are cities In some places and no cities at all in 
others, why certain plants take a hot climate, while oth­
ers require a rather cold region. 
Geography is so organized to help the child under­
stand and appreciate the relation of human activities to 
these natural environments or it is natural adjustment, 
A broad knowledge of the meaning geography will give 
the child a deeper appreciation of Its contents. 
1 McConnell, W, R, - Living In The Americas. 
CHAPTER III 
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THE HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OP GEOGRAPHY 
The high fifth grades seemed quite interested in this 
subject. Geography, so at the beginning of the year we 
had research v/ork to get out the historical background of 
geography. This was done in order to show how geography had 
drifted from an insignificant subject to one of the most 
important ones in school. This historical background was 
given by M. V. O'Shea 1 aid George H. Locke, no, 4 -
1929. It was brought in by a group of pupils. The Infor­
mation was obtained from the Char1ton-Pollard Library and 
was a follows: 
The people of the middle ages paid little attention 
to geography. The subject was too practical and material 
for this age, In which churchmen were the only scholars 
and the affairs of the church were the only, subjects in 
which they were interested. Incredible as It seems, the 
knowledge that the earth was a sphere was lost altogether 
and the theory was developed that the earth was a fist 
surface with Jerusalem as its exact center, A map was 
made and facts about Jerusalem as a center were spread 
throughout the known countries of the world- Persia, In­
dia, Arabia, Asia Minor, Greece, Italy, Africa, and even 
as far as the Northwest, Great Britain. 
Fortunately Columbus did not look to such a map for 
1 O'Shee., M, V. and Locke, George, - Ho. 4 - 1929. 
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guidance but to the one made by Tescanelli according to 
Ptolemy's figures* It is unnecessary to give in details 
ell the results of that great era of exploration# It Is 
enough to say that the western hemisphere was discovered 
and an all-water route around the southern part of Africa 
to India was discovered and the world was at last circum­
navigated- tho crowning achievement. As soon as the con­
tinents were actually known explorations of their In­
teriors was begun and the outline of the American Con­
tinent was put on tho map of tho world# 
Then we had a research during the nineteenth century 
and found, by the same authority that as the fifteenth 
century constituted the age of discovery, so did the 
nineteenth century constitute the age of exploration. 
This was not only in America but in tho more dangerous 
wilds of Africa, Australia and Asia, 
tl# . 
It was Interesting for children to find out that the 
study of geography now is much Indifferent from long ago 
due to explorations and the like# 
6 
CHAPTER IV 
THE VALUE OF GEOGRAPHY 
The study of this present day geography has many val­
ues that are essential in the teaching of this subject# 
First - It has become apparent that there is a need 
for an enriched socio-civic training, designee to bring 
©bout a better social intelligence, and a grasp of human 
knowledge that will give to the worker an understanding 
and over view of the economic, social and political 
problems of modern society, as those problems affect his 
ovm status. 
Second- A definite understanding of current topics 
Is another value of this subject, such knowledge adds to 
one's poise and self assurance, as well as to one's con­
versational powers. 
Third - Geography gives a helpful key to the pres­
ent-day problems and characteristics of group life as de­
termined by human wants, needs and interests. 
Fourth - An Important social value Is- namely-
good will. This depends upon a broad mutual understanding 




THE OBJECTIVES OF GEOGRAPHY 
The specific objectives of geography nay be Included 
under two general headings which are: 
I. A knowledge and understanding of geographic facts 
which gives 
(a) A knowledge of the location and character 
of the leading surface features of earth, 
not as isolated facts but in their various 
relationship to human activities# 
(b) To show the dependence of man on earth's 
resources and the economic interdependence 
of people of different regions, 
(c) To emphasise the application of geography 
to the immediate problems of life; to show 
how men live, what they do and so far as 
as practicable, why they live and 'work as 
they do In different environments in vari­
ous part© of the world# 
II, Abilities and Attitudes. 
(a) To give a working knowledge of how to se­
cure geographic information through the in-
terpretation of maps, graphs, pictures and 
and of materials found in museums and out 
of doors. 
(b) To promote exact thinking by stressing, so far as 
the age and mental equipment of the students war­
rant, casual relation and by closely linking causes 
and consequences. 
(c) To give sympathetic understanding of the geographic 
conditions and of the people of other countries• 
(d) Teaching children to recognise the contributions of 
earlier people in the structure of our modern life. 
(e) To develop an understanding of the changing social and 
industrial development of America} to develop an 
understanding of the major economic, indtistrial and 
political problems confronting America today} to ap­
preciate the institutions of American life, and to 
have a desire to carry them on to greater perfection. 
9 
CHAPTER VI 
DIVISIONS OF GEOGRAPHY 
Geographical knowledge Is so great that It Is divided 
into several subjects* There are four distinct branches 
which are as follows; 
Mathematical geography- This division includes the 
form, size, position and motions of the earth, as well as 
the entire subject of map, globe and chart making* Only 
the simpler elements of mathematical geography are neces­
sary to the ordinary student of this subject, such will 
give him an appreciation of distance on the earth which 
determines the various zones and the relation of tine to 
longitude. One of the Important uses of mathematical 
geography is map malting or more technically called 
cartography. This free hand sketching of continents, 
countries and states, impresses upon a child's mind., out­
lines and areas, 
Physical geography- This includes land water and 
air. It does not deal with living things but it treats of 
the conditions under which living things exist, A subdi­
vision of physical geography is plant, animal and human 
geography. Plant varies in different localities. Climate 
does not only effect plant life but also soil plays a large 
part upon plants. Animals are not so completely dependent 
upon conditions of temperature and moisture as plants. If 
surroundings become too unpleasant, they can migrate and 
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adapt themselves to a different environment and live. 
Man Is knovrn as the human geography and Is the most 
adaptable of all living tilings. It may seem that a desert 
Is too dry to support life} that a swampy region is too 
urihealthful to be safe or a mountain rang© is too steep 
to be accessible but if one© a man Is aroused he leads 
rivers to the arid lands, drains tn© malarial ewasrps and 
scales the lofty mountains to establish railroads. Man 
can face cold, heat, moisture or drought, but he does not 
thrive equally everywhere} therefore all parts of the 
earth are not evenly populated. 
Commercial goograx^hy- The study of this branch In­
cludes not only the production of articles but routes of 
travel and the trade of the world. This foro of geography 
Is closely connected with political geography In that it 
determines the location of cities. 
Political geography- This is the ordinary geogra­
phy of the school dealing with countries, nations and the 
industries, by means of which man makes a living. It also 
deals with the social activities of tho human race and 
government. The natural conditions- climate, soil, 
mountains and seas do not determine all of geography for a 
part of It is made by man. This information is quite help­




uiiiTs of mmI TMAM WB TEAR 
A unit procedure la given In "The Elementary School 
Journal? 2tm»# 1030 #* which la as follows* 
Developing a unit in the social studios was compared 
to thf.fc employed in the reading unit and other contort 
subjects * 
Ttm teacher% first aln Is to present the subject con­
tent of the unit# in order to wis hearty approval end 
adoption by the pupil# thio activity la conducted with 
the. entire claae# 
Xto purpose la to orient pupils with reference to 
the objectives to be attained* By noons of class discus­
sion under the guidance of the toucher these purposes are 
clearly defined six! illustrated# 
Planning the study activities- After the nature of 
the content of the unit has been do to mined, the next Im­
portant step in to plan the individual oral class activi­
ties necessary to ftoccsapllfih the work outlined* elections 
from supr̂ lenentary readers and reference factorial which 
are to bo read by individual pupils arc located in -order 
tw pupils to prepare for real work with the materials* 
Ikcoc materiala wmg be obtained end considered to­
gether with ta.M̂ tfolf-tee ting procedure end other details 
^̂ nectĉ ritĥ Si Independent work# 
hObaol Journal# Juno#' 'lOS6»~ 
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The selection for class study- The purpose for this 
is to familiarize all pupils with this ccmon basic ma­
terial to be used. This may require a week or more-, 
Sociolizlng ar*£ discussions- This is taken up im­
mediately after study activities. The class discusses 
tholr findings in conversation. Opportunity is given for 
oral reports from committees on individuals. 
The stage is set for the dramatic presentation of 
significant episodes in the reading completed, and for 
various discussions of problems arising from the pupils' 
studies. 
Testing the objectives- Tests are given on stand­
ardised material usually comprehension types, which give 
a keen insight and follow up of effective work. 
Our yearly work is divided into units. These units 
are in trend with noted holidays and celebrations. Each 
unit is from three to six weeks, 
Children participation is an important feature as 
they take the lead in every particular. 
Each unit is begun by class group discussions and 
questions in order to start their minds functioning 
toward the goal. The best name was voted on and accepted 
by the pupils. An outline was made by the children of what 
the procedure will be. This concerns each class In the 
department, A record of what is done was made by the 
secretary of the class group and after it has been type 
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written, it is put on file in each classroom. 
After each unit of work the ohlldren are leaders in 
Giving a program for the entire school# 
Units for the past year were as follows: 
Unit one- The first unit was planned for Columbus 
Day and Thanksgiving which was given the name of the 
Americas, Tills name was taken on account of Columbus dis­
covery of the Mew World. 
Unit two- Since Christmas was near this unit center­
ed around the Birth of Christ and other Biblical charac­
ters. A clever child gave the name, "The Land of the 
First Peoplewhich was readily accepted by all. 
Unit three- Attention was turned to the month of 
February at this time. Since this was the birth month of 
a number of great characters from the south, the unit was 
named, Our Country to the South and the southern states 
were studied. 
Unit four- Since Easter Sunday was approaching and 
the crucifixion and new birth always play an important 
part on the lives of all, a study was made of the, Far 
East which was western Asia# 
Unit five- We always consider Pan American Day, 
April 14, in our unit as all countries are dependent on 
one another and brotherly love is taught in the classroom 
in order to give that sympathy to other foreign nations, 
as all nations live from the labor of others. The unit 
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was Given the name of "Our Southern neighbors". In thic 
unit a study was made of all countries south of the United 
1^00 * • 
Unit six- By this time the entire state was cxclt-
°c over the Texas Centennial and every wall- of life was 
taking up some form of the Centennial| so our last ef­
forts were placed on the progress of our grand old state, 
Texas. This unit was carried out in gala affair and ended 
with the closing exercises of our school. 
CHAPTER VIII 
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GEOOHAi'KX CLUBS ASP THMB USES 
ihio organisation has been In use for quit© © while. 
Each crado was organised with officers. Children ©caned 
quite interested as they had absolute control with the 
Guidance of two teachers in their regular neetlng® otic© 
a week. 
This organisation la devoted to obtaining and popu­
larising geographical knowledge. the infernetIon for this 
club is gotten from tho daHy papers, i»casia©8, weekly 
papers, radios and. geographical societies# 
Inforuatlon was obtained frort oono of the large 
national geographical organis©tions in the United ctetest 
Tho /eertofta Oeographieol Society, l.ashlngton, I). 0# In­
formation was got during the winter concerning sone of 
the arctic and antarctic explorations, especially Byrd's, 
Issues of the National Geographic Magasine was also 
obtained. This mgaslao ctaices a specialty of describing 
and illustrating by actual photographs, not only newly 
discover®! territory but any part of the world where in­
teresting things are hepcnlng* This tMkoe it oxfcreaely 
fascinating and helpful to boy© and girls at school who 
desire to bo well Informal on tinoly topics# 
CHAPTER IX 
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METHODS OP TEACHING GEOGRAPHY 
A toacher should be Interested In methods and not a 
method, as different individuals respond to different 
methods• 
It is wise to use a variety of methods in order to 
reach the masses, for when one falls it is a chance to 
jet the desired result through another. 
In this discus3ion the following methods will be 
treated sorarahat brief! Project, stimulation through ques­
tioning socialised recitation, and the problem method. 
Project Method 
"Standard Practices In Teaching," 1 by B&gley and 
MacDonald gives the Importance of the Project Method as 
follows: 
This method In reality is a way of organizing and 
integrating the materials to be learned. The logical or­
ganisation of subject matter end Its systematic mastory 
In project teaching are replaced by what is often refer­
red to as a psychological organization and the learning 
of facts, principles and skills through using them to 
solve a problem or realize a purpose. 
Project- Transportation - Aim- To produce apprecla-
•' — — 
1 Bagley and MacDonald - Standard Practices In Teaching-. 
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tlon of transportation in the development of our own 
people and other nations# 
To give a knowledge of the meaning of transportation 
and its relation to all the great industries in the world# 
To develop judgement, organisation, Initiative end 
skill in reproduction and representation# 
We began by having the pupils collect material ior 
making books and arranging raid mounting pictures, clip­
pings and drawings relating to the work as far as possi­
ble to the subject matter in geography, 
A table was made by two boys for a transportation 
exhibit, Some of the simpler vehicles were made by the 
pupils in the art room. The more complex forms were repre­
sented by toys and mounted pictures# The arrangement 
showed the progress from the primitive to the more com­
plex forms of today. Booklets were made by the class on 
these topics# The topics were discussed in class after 
the members had gained Information on each from reading, 
research, observations and personal experiences# Such top­
ics, discussions, and activities arc the following: 
1. Importance of transportation in primitive times and in 
present times# 
2. List of the different modes of transportation. 
3. A trip taken by the pupile and a wttt#B account of it. 
4# Writing a brief story showing the relation ef trans­
portation to the three groat needs of man: food, shel-
IB 
ter and clothing, 
5, Homes of inventors who have contributed to transporta­
tion. 
6, Making placards showing transportation of yesterday 
and today and similar scenes on the sand tabic. 
7, Reading about Byrd's trip to the south pole, Lindbergh% 
first flight to Europe and the like, 
8, Bases for evaluation of modes of transportation: 
(a) The subject must be closely understood, 
(b) It must bo based on materials and reports. 
(c) 'Hie material should stimulate thought. 
Stimulation through Questioning: Pupils may be 
aroused or stimulated by questioning providing the proper 
kinds of questions are used. There are two kinds of ques­
tions, natural and formal. A natural question is for in-
formation asked by anyone. A formal or teaching question 
is one asked by the teacher as a means of furthering the 
educative process in which he is guiding his pupils. 
Either natural or formal, good questions have certain 
standards governing the use of such questions In teaching, 
with these every teacher should be familiar. 
The best type of teaching, and that which alms to 
guide and direct learning in the most effective ways and 
makes large use of the natural questions. The more natural 
the procedure used in promoting learning, the lens formal 
will questions tend to be and the learning situation will 
be co-operative, rich in motive and filled with inspiration 
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for the pupil. 
Socialized Recitations Modern Methods In Teaching* 
gives an account of socialized classroom work as follows! 
Tho socialized classroom works with directness and with 
all possible economy toward fitting each child to do wor­
thy and with dispatch* all of those things in Ixfo ulch 
it may reasonably become his duty to do. 
ptfien pupils are working with a variety of materials 
each in his own way* they cannot remain in their working 
placed in straight rows. A child may be using several 
sources of help at once such as his geography, or a maga­
zine. If the nap In his book is insufficient, he may need 
to leavo his seat and go to the atlas or to the large wall 
map. As the pupils work they ask questions from the teach­
er or confer with her for guidance. Often the entire 
group will give their attention to discussing some ques­
tions that have arisen in order that further study may 
go forward with greater economy and efficiency. 
The Problem Method! It Is not enough that children 
be trained, the most important thing is that they learn to 
think. The problem method will do much In giving real 
worthy education, Pull education comes only when there Is 
a responsible share on the proof of each person in propor­
tion to capacity, in shaping the alms and policies of the 
social groups to which he belongs. The problem method 
gives this equal share to each and also freedom to develop 
active qualities of initiative, independence and resource-
20 
fulness, Problem method also develops independence of 
thought, which gives free play of intellect; that examines 
everything by light of reason and fearlessly defends un­
popular opinions which remain true that nothing is more 
vital to national progress. 
In studying the geography, "The Americas", after each 
unit problems of vital interest to pupils are found. These 
problems often depend upon information obtained from oth­
er units, For instance; in Unit one, The Hew England 
States found in the above-mentioned geography such prob­
lems are found as the following; 
Explain how the materials for textile manufacturing 
is carried on in Hew England# 
Explain why the manufacture of cotton material is 
possible and the production of cotton is impossible. 
Tell why tobacco is grown in all sections of tho 
United States, including this one. 
Evaluation of Methods; Of all methods used I con­
sider the socialized recitation the most valuable for the 
following reasons, 
1, It affords opportunity for oral expression. 
2, It arouses a sense of responsibility, 
3, It provides many opportunities for initiative and crea­
tive activities. 
4, It teaches the art of being a good listener. 
5, It directs attention toward the group instead of the 
21 
teacher. 
This provides an opportunity for the slow child to 
get some attention. 
CHAPTER X 
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TEACHING NATURAL CONDITIONS 
Since we have no control over nature, natural condi­
tions aro taught whenever they present themselves. 
ive often took the opportune tine to teach the ibrma of 
water, such as lakes, bays, capes, and etc. whenever a 
light rain occurred. Since children seeei always anxious 
to unfold nature's secrets, it was a very little trouble 
to get them out into a light drizzle of rain for such an 
experience. 
During the winter we we re surprised and thrilled with 
a light snow and sleet. Icicles hung about for three or 
four days and during that tine we made the study of the 
forms of rain through all the grades. 
CHAPTER XI 
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TESTS, MEASUREMENTS EXAMPLES 
Teste or examinations have an ancient origin. It is 
not known when or where they first made their appearance, 
but they have been used an far back as £200 B, C., when 
China had an elaborate national system of examinations, 
for the purpose of selecting public officials. Test of 
mental and physical traits have been involved in the 
initiation ceremonies of primitive peoples from times 
long past. 
So far as we have record, the first attempt at 
standardized objective tests, ns w© understand them today, 
was made in 1864 by a schoolmaster in England, The Rev­
erend George Fisher, 
In our own country, the first attempt at standardiz­
ed test took place thirty years later. In 1894 Dr. J. M. 
Rice devised a standardised test In spelling# Iflne years 
later ho prepared similar tests in arithmetic and. in com­
position. Educators were not ready for the advanced test­
ing procedures of Dr. Rico and repudiated his results rnd 
his testing procedures. He was too far ahead of the times 
with his scientific methods of educational measurements. 
Fortunately, about the time Rice was carrying on his 
testing program, Dr. 1. L. Thomdlke was a student at 
Columbia University, vfoen he learned of the work of Rice 
he became intensely interested In the need and possiblli-
24 
ties of educational measurements, With the publishing of 
the Stone Arithmetic Tests In 1908 and of the Thorndike 
Hand Writing Scale In 1909, began what may be termed 
scientific measurement In the field of education. 
The growth of Interest in educational measurements 
increased markedly from 1910 until 1917, when it waned 
somewhat on account of the demands of the World War# To­
day we have a large number of standardized tests, covering 
almost every subject taught in the elementary and seconda­
ry schools. 
True - False Test- The true and false test consists 
of a series of statements of which some aro true and some 
are false* The true statements are in conformity with the 
facts or general principles which the student is supposed, 
to have learned, The false statements are not in accord 
with accepted truth. The ability to discriminate between 
truth and falsity is a valid measure of the students' ac­
complishment in the subject matter covered by the state­
ments. 
Example of True - False Testes 
Write T - if statements are true and F - if they are un­
true, 
1# Texas raises more cotton than any other state, 
2. Ranching is a leading Industry in the eastern part of 
our state, 
3# The Rio Grande separates Texss from Loulsana, 
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Multiple Choice- The multiple choice test consists 
of a series of statements with several responses suggested 
for completing each. The masher of suggested responses 
varies from tr/o to seven or more. One Is the best ©r cor­
rect response and the others are incorrect. The incorrect 
responses are referred to as confusions. The test re­
quires the student to recognize the correct response from 
among the confusions. The ability to select the correct 
response from among several erroneous ones is a good test 
of the student's achievement In the material concerned. 
Select the Correct Word-
Exaaples - The c- pital of Text s is (Houston, Washington, 
Austin). 
Texas Is located on the Pacific, Culf, Atlantic. 
Completion Teat: Completion test consist of a num­
ber of statements that arc not completed. Information 
should be at one's command, in order to complete the: 
statement correctly. Tills test makes foremost the impor­
tance of retention of information. 
Complete Each 
Example: 
1. Five large cities of Texas are . 
2. The mountainous regions are . 
3. Texas got It's name from the 
26 
CHAPTER XII 
HOW WE DETERMINE THE PINAL GRADE 
A final problem Is how to determine the final grade 
to be given a pupil for any one test or for all his tests. 
It is not necessary to plan tho whole test so that its 
several parts sake a total of 100 points, Lot the total 
be what it will# Arrange the scales in order of rank, the 
highest ones first and gradually descending to the lowest. 
Give the highest 10 per cent of the class an A, the next 




SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPROVEMENT IK THE TEACHING OP GEOGRAPHY 
IN CARROLL STREET SCHOOL 
Since we are striving In every possible way to im­
prove daily In our teaching method we do not cherish our 
methods to the extent that we refuse to take constructive 
criticisms, for after all it is the child we are trying 
to roach. 
We do hope to work up to the modern trend where each 
child thst enter school will be given a pre test, which 
gives an insight into one's ability,. This would give the 
teacher a knowledge of the type of work to expect and the 
remedies needed, A good teacher, is like a successful 
physician, something of a diagnostician, he carefully 
scrutinises all of the cases until he recognises the 
specific trouble, then he prescribes intelligently the 




The preceding chapters hfve given you a discussion of 
nethods of Geography teaching in the school where I as 
employed, The aim has been to present as concretely as 
possible the fundamental conditions of making geography 
effective in the school room. 
The contents have traced the history of the earliest 
methods up to the present day trends. 
There havo been many erroneous conceptions as to the 
meaning, value and objectives of geography. Modern geogra­
phy gives the understanding of principles, the Interpreta­
tion of human activities and a critical evaluation of 
this subject to society, 
A variety of methods are used in order to be success­
ful in arousing the proper stimuli through some one of 
them. These methods give Ideal and natural motives that 
will serve as a drawing out, as opposed to a forcing In 
process in teaching, Different tests are used In order to 
sum up the effectiveness of these methods and to estimate 
possible future mental development. 
29 
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